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A friendly handshake before competition begins: National 1st and 2nd place champions
(now alumni) Matthew Miller, Chippewa Valley HS (left) and Joseph Bednar, Dakota HS
(right) at the 2019 Business Professionals of America (BPA) Bank On It Tournament in
Anaheim, CA.
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What makes CTE successful is the shared commitment by
educators, industry leaders, and policy makers to align
academics in our middle schools, high schools, and higher
education with current and future labor market demands.

Advanced Placement® (AP) and Career Technical Education (CTE)
courses can and should work in tandem to support career readiness
by encouraging the development of the academic knowledge and
technical skills that are, together, increasingly important to students’
overall employability.
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“When these kids go off to college there have been lots of studies
that say they’re not prepared with the communication, critical thinking
and collaboration skills they need,” said Denise Pope, a senior lecturer
at Stanford’s Graduate School of Education and a co-founder of
Challenge Success, a nonprofit education advocacy group. “Learning
by doing is more effective in the long term to produce mastery…”
PBS News Hour, April 11, 2018

“There’s still a lot of stigma around CTE for both schools and
families,” said Gilda Wheeler, program director of Washington STEM,
a nonprofit that advocates for equality in STEM education across the
state. “‘It’s for the poor kids … who aren’t going to succeed in college.’
But giving any kid real-world experience during high school where
they’re tackling actual industry challenges gives them access to career
pathways, not dead-end jobs.”

Benefits of enrolling in CTE
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PBS News Hour, April 11, 2018

“The top 3 skills and experiences that students report gaining in
their CTE classes are skills to help them get jobs in the future, realworld examples to help them understand academic classes and the
chance to work as part of a team.”
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